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SAN FRANCISCO SOUL 


Written and conceived by 
BRENDA WONG AOKI 


Music by MARK IZU 
Videography and editing by 
Natasha Tamate Weiss and Toniyln A. Sideco, 
with multimedia by Olivia Ting and Andi Wong, 
and photography by Mark Shigenaga 


Featuring a live performance by 
Mark Izu on sho and Mas Koga on shakuhachi 


SAN FRANCISCO SOUL (working title) is a new work by BRENDA WONG AOKI, the first 

nationally recognized Asian Pacific storyteller in the U.S. She tells true stories of her family’s 

124-year history in the nation’s first Chinatown and Japantown against the backdrop of current 

times, when these historic cultural districts are being dismantled, replaced by skyscrapers and tech 
companies, and decimated by the pandemic. 


Audience members will have the opportunity to contribute their thoughts 
at the end of this work-in-progress performance. 


First Voice also invites audience feedback and responses via this brief online survey: 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/SFSoul 





STOP AAPI HATE National Report (through September 2021) 11/18/21 — From March 19, 
2020 to September 30, 2021, a total of 10,370 hate incidents against Asian American and 
Pacific Islander (AAPI) persons were reported to Stop AAPI Hate (SAH). Of the hate incidents 
reflected in this report, 4,599 occurred in 2020 (44.4%) and 5,771 occurred in 2021 (55.7%). 





Report a hate incident at the STOP AAPI HATE website. https://stopaapihate.org/ 


This new work is made possible by grants from Hewlett 50 Arts Commissions, the National Endowment 
for the Arts, California State Arts Council, San Francisco Arts Commission, and The MAP Fund. 
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‘All you need is Love, because Love heals. Hate kills. 
And there are really only two ways to go in life - 
towards Love & Life or towards Hate & Death.” 


This is something I wrote in my journal when I was in the hospital. This work-in-progress 
was supposed to have been a preview of a commission I was awarded three years ago by 
the Hewlett Foundation. I told them I would create a work about gentrification in San 
Francisco & a mother’s angst about her only child moving away from the City. 


At that time that was my life's biggest challenge. 
Hah! Never complain - things can always get worse. 


‘The stresses of Covid - the inability to work as a performing artist, 
family members sick, moving away or dying, or being such polar opposites 
on the political spectrum, we no longer speak. Asian Hate! 


I felt vulnerable, abandoned and alone. I had to learn how to listen and see in ways 
Thadn't done before. What’s being said beyond words? Who's talking to us 
that we don't hear? And now that I’m old, did it matter that I lived? 


I don't have the answers because I don't know the story yet. (Which you can probably 
tell by this work-in-progress.) But that’s where we all are right now. We're in the middle 
of The Story. We're not even at the climax yet. We certainly don't know how it pans out. 


But there's no denying we're all in this thing together, all of us in the process of 
transmuting, leaving breadcrumbs for those who follow. 


Brenda Wong Aoki 


San Francisco Dec. 4, 2021 


SPECIAL THANKS: 


Thank you, Ellen Munds for inviting me to be part of the Indiana StoryArts Festival 2021!! I 
could not have done this piece without Tashi Tamate Weiss. This zoom presentation is their 
vision. They asked me, “Rather than just talk, why don't you show people in Indianapolis our 
city?” Andi Wong for her exquisite video collages and quiet strength. Toni Sideco for coming 
in at the eleventh hour and whipping us newbies into shape. Olivia Ting for her video collage 
contributions. Mas Koga for his generous heart and great music. Mark Shigenaga who quietly, 
powerfully leaves testimony via his beautiful photography that our people continue. Jerry Yoshitomi 
for his brilliant guidance throughout the years. Emiko Ono who offered to vacate her home so I 
could have a writing retreat. Edward Winslow and Tina Valentine of Winslow & Associates, who 
minded the store while we were in the kitchen cooking up some art. Ros Tonai and Max Nihei 
of National Japanese American Historic Society for the photos of Japanese and Black musicians 
in the Fillmore. Michael Lee and Cameron House. All my family members who donated photos 
and stories. Cousins Edith Mitko, Rick Wong, Linda Kerberg, Tina-Maree Lee Sye, Vicky Lee. 
Lydia Tanji, Noe Tanigawa, Nancy Ukai, Beth Rubenstein & Evan Markiewicz, whose love and 
support sustained me while I was in the hospital and continues now. Mama's homies, the Ming 
Quong Girls. My sistah-cousin Irene Sullenberger who fixed my dreadlocks. My daughter-in-law 
Geena Chen and my muse, our son Kai Kane Aoki Izu, for his deep love and affection. Most of 
all, my husband Mark Izu, whose music sustains my work and love sustains my life. I love you all! 


And Kevin King and Janice Mirikitani, always with me in spirit, as you were all my life. 


BRENDA WONG AOKI isa storyteller, 
anthologized playwright, producer, artistic 
director, and performer. Her song/dance/ 
dramas are drawn from her family’s 124- 
year history in San Francisco and the Bay 
Area, Kabuki legends, ghost stories, and her 
personal experience. Known for her agility 
across disciplines, she creates monodramas 
rooted in traditional storytelling, dance 
movement, and music. Her sensei is Living 
Treasure, Nomura Mansaku, a Kyogen 
master; she also studied Noh with Nomura 
Shiro, who is a Cultural Intangible Property. 
It is extremely rare for a woman (and 
especially an American woman) to get to 
study with masters like these; ironically, it 

is because she is an American that she was 
able to work with artists of this caliber. Her 
other teachers/coaches/mentors include 
stage director, choreographer, performer, and 
former director of Theatre of Yugen, Yuriko 
Doi, and longtime director and coach, Jael 
Weisman of Dell’Arte Players and the San 
Francisco Mime Troupe. 


For more about Brenda, visit: 
http://www firstvoice.org/brendawongaoki 





FIRST VOICE's 
BRENDA mission is to create and 
WONG AOKI present the stories and 
music of people living 
MARI cen vonds, Were 
ES the nation’s only arts 
organization dedicated 
to multiracial people, one of the fastest 
growing demographics in the US. Through 
the pursuit of this distinct purpose, co- 
founders Brenda Wong Aoki and Mark Izu 
have contributed to the American cultural 
canon since 1976. Our core programming 
is creating, presenting, recording, and 
producing multidisciplinary new work 
rooted in this mission. 


For more information, visit: 


http://www.firstvoice.org/ 





Support First Voice! Your generous donation is tax deductible and means the world to us. http://wwwJirstvoice.org/support 


